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[bookmark: _GoBack]The mother of all regulations to allow the circulation of tractors and trailers all over Europe
It was supposed to make the rules all over Europe uniform, but the obscure points on Community legislation for agricultural vehicles, known as "Mother Regulation", have forced the ministry to issue several clarification circulars. During a conference on the subject, organized by FederUnacoma as part of EIMA, the aspects that have caused perplexity between manufacturers and users have been addressed (and clarified). The legislation in question, regulation 167 of 2013, in force since last January, is mandatory for all tractors. But for trailers and "interchangeable towed equipment", the obligation applies only to those destined abroad. If they are to circulate only in the country of production, the manufacturer can continue to comply with national legislation. 
"It is a choice made by the manufacturer after evaluating the pros and cons" explains Lorenzo Iuliano, of the technical service of FederUnacoma and one of the speakers of the conference. 
"To comply with the Mother Regulation, the equipment must meet more stringent criteria, which raise costs. However, on the other hand, they can have a higher performance and, of course, they can circulate throughout the EU". 
The application of the new legislation to trailers and "interchangeable towed equipment" is one of the critical points highlighted during the conference. The legislation requires very reliable technology with regard to the braking system. But what happens when a farmer wants to connect an old trailer to a new generation tractor? 
"Extensions were granted both in Europe and in Italy", explains Iuliano, "but they will expire in 2024. However, they allow the use of connecting technologies, a bit like what happens when you go abroad with electrical outlets. But it is important to know that a new trailer or towed equipment can not be connected to an old tractor. While you can do the opposite: a tractor that complies with the Mother Regulation can tow a trailer that mounts the old braking system".  
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